
HELTA AT 40
GROWING WITH EXPERIENCE

09:30 -  17 :00 CET

28 AUG 2021  (SAT)

SCAN THE QR CODE OR CL ICK ON THE FOLLOWING 
L INK TO REGISTER FOR THE ONLINE  CELEBRATION:

https : // t1p .de/xc7 i

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZIoceGsrjguGNE506LUvan_VDp11owSC2cS
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZIoceGsrjguGNE506LUvan_VDp11owSC2cS


D e a r  C o l l e a g u e s ,

H E L T A  w a s  f o u n d e d  i n  1 9 8 1  w h e n  I ,  t h e  c u r r e n t
C h a i r ,  w a s  m i n u s  f i v e  y e a r s  o l d .

A s  y o u  c a n  s e e ,  I  a m  e n t i r e l y  u n f i t  t o  t e l l  t h e
s t o r y  o f  o u r  t e a c h i n g  a s s o c i a t i o n ,  w h i c h  i s  w h y  I
a m  o v e r j o y e d  t h a t  H E L T A  f o u n d e r  P a t r i c k
W o u l f e  a n d  s e v e r a l  o t h e r  H E L T A  p i o n e e r s  w i l l  b e
j o i n i n g  o u r  4 0 t h  A n n i v e r s a r y  c e l e b r a t i o n !  T h e y
t e l l  u s  t h a t  H E L T A  w a s  s t a r t e d  w i t h  a  v i s i o n  o f
“ p r o m o t i n g  t h e  e f f e c t i v e  t e a c h i n g  o f  E n g l i s h  a s  a
f o r e i g n  l a n g u a g e  b y  e n c o u r a g i n g  t h e  e x c h a n g e  o f
v i e w s  a n d  i d e a s  a m o n g  t e a c h e r s ” .  4 0  y e a r s  l a t e r ,
h e r e  w e  a r e  –  h o n o u r i n g  t h a t  v i s i o n  w i t h  t h i s
f u l l - d a y  e v e n t !

A s  H E L T A  w a s  t h e  f i r s t  E n g l i s h  l a n g u a g e
t e a c h e r s '  a s s o c i a t i o n  i n  a l l  o f  G e r m a n y ,  t h i s
e v e n t  i s  a  w o n d e r f u l  o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  u s  t o  r e f l e c t
o n  t h e  c h a n g e s  i n  t h e  w o r l d  o f  E n g l i s h ,  o u r
i n d u s t r y  a n d  o u r  i d e n t i t i e s  a s  E n g l i s h  l a n g u a g e
p r o f e s s i o n a l s .

W e  h o p e  y o u  w i l l  j o i n  u s  a n d  e n j o y  t h e
p r o g r a m m e  w e  h a v e  p u t  t o g e t h e r  f o r  y o u .

L e t ' s  c e l e b r a t e !

S a r a h  P l o c h l
H E L T A  C h a i r

Welcome 

HELTA AT 40
GROWING WITH EXPERIENCE



Programme
09:30

MORNING SOCIAL

09:50
OPENING REMARKS BY

 SARAH PLOCHL (HELTA CHAIR) 
AND 

PATRICK WOULFE (FOUNDING MEMBER)

10:00
PLENARY TALK BY 

SCOTT THORNBURY
Q&A (11 :00 -  11 :30)

HELTA e.V. 
Hellbrookstr. 77 22305 Hamburg

1 1 :45
BREAKOUT SESSIONS

12 :30
LUNCH BREAK

13 :00
TALK BY PETRA HARDER

13 :30
PANEL DISCUSSION WITH

DAGMAR-HELEN EWERT
STEPHAN PETERSEN

SARAH PLOCHL
VINCENT WONGAIHAM-PETERSEN

ANDREAS GRUNDTVIG (MODERATOR)
 

14: 15
BREAKOUT SESSIONS

15 : 15
PLENARY TALK BY 

IAN MCMASTER
Q&A (16 :15  -  16 :45)

16:45
CLOSING REMARKS



S w i n g s  a n d  r o u n d a b o u t s :  
W h e r e  W e ’ v e  B e e n  a n d  W h e r e  W e ’ r e  G o i n g
Scott  Thornbury  10:00  -  11:00   (Q  &  A:  11:00  -  11:30)

The  history  of  language  teaching  methods  is  character ized  less  by  a

steady  progress  f rom  darkness  into  l ight  than  by  a  ser ies  of  pendulum

swings  and  recurr ing  cycles.  Nowhere  is  this  more  apparent  than  in

att i tudes  and  approaches  to  the  teaching  of  grammar.  Equal ly  volat i le

are  att i tudes  to  the  use  of  the  learners ’  L1,  and  to  the  accuracy  vs.

f luency  polar i ty .  In  this  talk ,  I  wil l  review  the  history  of  language

teaching  methods  f rom  this  cycl ical  perspect ive,  and  attempt  to  tease

out  some  of  the  key  dimensions  along  which  dif ferent  methods  can  be

grouped.  At  the  same  t ime,  I  wil l  dare  to  predict  the  next  swing  of  the

pendulum,  and /or  spin  of  the  roundabout.

B r e a k i n g  d o w n  b a r r i e r s  w i t h
U n i v e r s a l  D e s i g n  f o r  L e a r n i n g

Petra  Harder  13:00  -  13:30  

Inclusive  pract ices  are  key  to  accessible

educat ion,  and  the  UDL  f ramework  has  been

adopted  in  many  countr ies  to  provide  a  tool  for

achieving  this .  Universal  Design  stems  f rom  the

f ield  of  architecture  and  effect ively  entai ls

"designing  without  barr iers" ,  thereby  aiming  to

provide  access  to  al l .  This  30 -minute  talk

( including  quest ions )  provides  an  overview  of

the  main  principles  of  UDL  and  draws  on

examples  f rom  the  speaker ´s  teaching  context

at  a  Higher  Education  Inst i tut ion,  especial ly

looking  at  her  current  project  –  the  design  and

analysis  of  an  onl ine  EAP  intensive  course

based  on  the  UDL  f ramework.  

 

L e a v i n g  t h e  N E S T  b e h i n d :
A  P A N E L  D I S C U S S I O N  O N  
C H A N G I N G  E X P E C T A T I O N S  A N D  T E A C H E R  I D E N T I T I E S

13:30  -  14:00

T h e  F u t u r e  i n  t h e  P a s t  
a n d  t h e  P a s t  i n  t h e  F u t u r e  

o f  B u s i n e s s  E n g l i s h  
Ian  McMaster,  editor - in -chief,  Business  Spotl ight  

15:15  -  16:15  (Q  &  A:  16:15  -  16:45)  

 

Business  Engl ish  teaching  — l ike  al l  areas  of  l i fe  — has  been  the  subject  of

many  predict ions  about  where  things  are  going  and  what  wil l  be  important

in  future.  In  this  talk ,  I  wil l  take  an  id iosyncrat ic  look  at  some  of  the  key

developments  and  lessons  over  the  past  20  years .  I  wil l  draw  on  research

carr ied  out  by  Business  Spotl ight  magazine  since  i t  was  launched  in  March

2001  and  the  views  of  business  Engl ish  t ra iners  on  the  f ront l ine.  Areas

covered  wil l  include  the  var iety  and  type  of  Engl ish  that  should  be  taught ,

the  native /non -native  speaker  debate  and  the  future  potential  and

l imitat ions  of  onl ine  t ra ining.

JOIN OUR
BREAKOUT ROOMS

11:45-12:30 
and 

14:15-15:00 
TO DISCUSS

DIFFERENT TOPICS
OF INTEREST

m o d e r a t e d  b y  
A n d r e a s  

G r u n d t v i g

S a r a h  P l o c h l
V i n c e n t  

W o n g a i h a m - P e t e r s e n
S t e p h a n  P e t e r s e n

D a g m a r - H e l e n
E w e r t


